CODE OF CONDUCT FOR PLAYERS & TEAM OFFICIALS
A - Persons/Matches Covered

1. This Code of Conduct shall apply to: Players and Team Officials.

2. This Code of Conduct shall apply to all ODI Matches
 and T-20
 Matches save as otherwise stated herein.

B - Rules of Conduct – Offences and Penalties

Level 1

The penalty for a Level 1 Offence shall be an official reprimand.

1. Abuse of cricket equipment or clothing, ground equipment or fixtures and fittings.
2. Showing dissent at an umpire’s decision.

3. Using language that is obscene, offensive or insulting and/or the making of an obscene gesture.
4. Excessive appealing.
5. Pointing or gesturing towards the pavilion in an aggressive manner by a bowler or other member of the fielding side upon the dismissal of a batsman.

Level 2

The Penalty for a Level 2 Offence shall be a 2 ODI and/or 4 T-20 Match ban

1. Showing serious dissent at an umpire’s decision.
2. Inappropriate and deliberate physical contact between Players in the course of play.

3. Charging or advancing towards the umpire in an aggressive manner when appealing.

4. Deliberate and malicious distraction or obstruction on the field of play.
5. Throwing the ball at or near a Player, umpire or official in an inappropriate and/or dangerous manner.

6. Deliberately changing the condition of the ball.
7. Using language that is obscene, offensive or of a seriously insulting nature to another Player, umpire, Referee, Team Official or spectator. (It is acknowledged that there will be verbal exchanges between Players in the course of play. Rather than seeking to eliminate these exchanges entirely, umpires will look to lay charges when this falls below an acceptable standard. In this instance, language will be interpreted to include gestures).

Level 3

The penalty for a Level 3 Offence shall be a ban for the Player or Team Official concerned of between between 4 and 8 ODI Matches and/or between 8 – 16 T-20 Matches.
1. Intimidation of an umpire or Referee whether by language or conduct.
2. Threat of assault on another Player, Team Official or spectator.
3. Using language or gestures that offends, insults, humiliates, intimidates, threatens, disparages or vilifies another person on the basis of that person’s race, religion, gender, colour, descent or national or ethnic origin.
Level 4
The Penalty for a Level 4 Offence shall be a ban of between 10 ODI and/or 20 T-20 Matches up to a life ban for the Player or Official concerned

1. Threat of assault on an umpire or Referee

2. Physical assault of another Player, umpire, Referee, Official or spectator

3. Any act of violence on the field of play

4. Using language or gestures that seriously offends, insults, humiliates, intimidates, threatens, disparages or vilifies another person on the basis of that person’s race, religion, gender, color, descent or national or ethnic origin

C - Guidelines for Offences

Preface

The schedule of offences has been drafted in clear and plain English. These guidelines are intended as an illustrative guide only and in the case of any doubt as to the interpretation of the Code, the provisions of the Code itself shall take precedence over the provisions of the guidelines. The guidelines should not be read as an exhaustive list of offences or prohibited conduct.

Level 1
1. Abuse of cricket equipment or clothing, ground equipment or fixtures and fittings. Includes actions outside the course of normal cricket actions such as hitting or kicking the wickets and actions which intentionally or negligently result in damage to the boundary fences, dressing room doors, mirrors, windows and other fixtures and fittings.

2. Showing dissent at an umpires decision Includes excessive, obvious disappointment with an umpire’s decision, an obvious delay in resuming play or leaving the wicket, shaking the head, pointing or looking at the inside edge when given out lbw, pointing to the pad or rubbing the shoulder when caught behind, snatching the cap from the umpire, a bowler or fielder arguing or entering into a prolonged discussion with the umpire about his decision

3. Using language that is obscene, offensive or insulting and/or the making of an obscene gesture. This includes swearing and obscene gestures which are not directed at another person such as swearing in frustration at one’s own poor play or fortune. This offence is not intended to penalise trivial behaviour. The extent to which such behaviour is likely to give offence shall be taken into account when assessing the seriousness of the breach.

4. Excessive appealing: “Excessive” shall mean repeated appealing when the bowler/fielder knows the batsman is not out with the intention of placing the umpire under pressure. It is not intended to prevent loud or enthusiastic appealing. However, the practice of celebrating a dismissal before the decision has been given may also constitute excessive appealing.

5. Pointing or gesturing towards the pavilion in an aggressive manner by a bowler or other member of the fielding side upon the dismissal of a batsman.

.

Note: Any repeat of the same Level 1 offence will for the purposes of penalty only be regarded as a Level 2 offence.
Level 2

1. Showing serious dissent at an umpire’s decision. Dissent, including the examples given above will be classified as serious when the conduct contains an element of anger or abuse which is directed at the umpire or the umpire’s decision or where there is excessive delay in resuming play or leaving the wicket.

2. Inappropriate and deliberate physical contact between Players in the course of play. Without limitation, players will breach this regulation if they deliberately walk or run into or shoulder another player.

3. Charging or advancing towards the umpire in an aggressive manner when appealing.
4. Deliberate and malicious distraction or obstruction on the field of play.

5. Throwing the ball at or near a Player, umpire of official in an inappropriate and/or dangerous manner. This regulation will not prohibit a fielder or bowler from returning the ball to the stumps in the normal fashion.

6. Using language that is obscene, offensive or of a generally insulting nature to another Player, umpire, Referee, Team Official or spectator. (It is acknowledged that there will be verbal exchanges between Players in the course of play. Rather than seeking to eliminate these exchanges entirely, umpires may look to lay charges when this falls below an acceptable standard. In this instance, This is any language or gesture which is directed at another person or persons. In exercising his judgement as to whether the behaviour has fallen below an acceptable standard, the umpire seeking to lay a charge shall be required to take into account the context of the particular situation and whether the words or gesture are likely to: 

· be regarded as obscene; 
· or give offence; 
· or insult another person. 
This offence is not intended to penalise trivial behaviour. The extent to which such behaviour is likely to give offence shall be taken into account when assessing the seriousness of the breach. language will be interpreted to include gestures)

7. Changing the condition of the ball. Any action(s) likely to alter the condition of the ball which were not specifically permitted under Laws of Cricket may be regarded as ‘unfair’. The following actions shall not be permitted (This list of actions is not exhaustive but included for illustrative purposes):

· Deliberately throwing the ball into the ground for the purpose of roughening it up; 

· Applying any artificial substance to the ball; and applying any non-artificial substance for any purpose other than to polish the ball;

· Lifting or otherwise interfering with any of the seams of the ball.
· Scratching the surface of the ball with finger or thumb nails or any implement.

The umpires shall use their judgment to apply the principle that actions taken to maintain or enhance the condition of the ball, provided no artificial substances are used, shall be permitted. Any actions taken with the purpose of damaging the condition of the ball or accelerating the deterioration of the condition of the ball shall not be permitted.

Note: Any repeat of the same Level 2 offence will for the purposes of penalty only be regarded as a Level 3 offence.
Level 3

1. Intimidation of an umpire or Referee whether by language or conduct. Includes appealing in an aggressive or threatening manner.
2. Threat of assault on another Player, Team Official or spectator.

3. Using any language or gesture that offends, insults, humiliates, intimidates, threatens, disparages or vilifies another person on the basis of that person’s race, religion, gender, colour, descent or national or ethnic origin. In assessing the seriousness of a breach the degree to which the behaviour was likely to give offence (to the ordinary person) and whether it was directed specifically towards any person or persons shall be taken into account. 

Note: Any repeat of the same Level 3 offence will for the purposes of penalty only be regarded as a Level 4 offence.
Level 4

1. Threat of assault on an umpire or Referee. 

2. Physical assault on another Player, umpire, Referee, official or spectator. 

3. Any act of violence on the field of play. 

4. Using any language or gesture that seriously offends, insults, humiliates, another person on the basis of that person’s race

Incident handling:

1. There will be a maximum of 3 warnings.

2. Umpires are responsible to report and warn the team captain regarding the player if an incident takes place.

3. If a player is given 3 warnings by the umpire via team captain then umpire must stop play and take immediate action right away, for ex ban player from bowling in that innings after repeatedly throwing down waist high full toss / “Beamers” or aggressive bowling with intent of hurting a batsman (3rd warning results in ban from bowling in the inning.)

4. Only the umpire(s), team captain(s) and team manager(s) will be involved in the discussions after the game.

5. Umpire’s decision is final.

Reference: 

1. ICC CODE OF CONDUCT FOR PLAYERS & TEAM OFFICIALS
� Any game played with a minimum of 21 Overs will be considered an ODI Match.


� Any game played with a maximum of 20 Overs will be considered a T-20 Match.
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